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JUTE

ID respect of exports of jute Backs and bags, gunny cloth, to the United King-
dom, India has been holding her own in the U. K. market. The preference has not
helped her to increase her trade but probably without it the trade might not
have been maintained at the existing level. The United Kingdom takes, on an
average, only eight per cent, of India's total exports of jute but the value of the
trade is high. Imports during 1933 amounted to 304 thousand cwts. as compared
with 368 thousand cwts. ia 1932 and 395 thousand cwts. in 1931, Thus, imports
have been decreasing consistently in the last few years. India's share was 35
thousand cwts. or 97.3 per cent, in 1932. With the decline in the total trade
imports from India droppped to 298 thousand cwts, but the percentage share
increased by nearly one per cent. India has captured the market ia the last two
years, imports to the U, K. from other countries being very small in dimensions.
In the three years, 1929-31 imports of jute piecegoods into England from fore-
ign countries were of considerable magnitude accounting in 1931 for 21. 5 per cent,
of the total imports. Preference has thus reduced competition from other countries
and to that extent enabled India to retain her market in the U, K. and improve her
percentage share of that market.

Exports of paraffin wax to the U. K. have increased to some extent though they
have not reached the level of earlier years. This is probably duo to the lower
production of this item ia the last three years. There is no evidence that the pre-
ference on spices has had much effect on India's trade in this item,

TEAK AND TOBACCO

Preference on teak and other hard woods, it is pointed out in the report, will
be of value to India, if not in extending her market greatly, at least in maintain-
ing it. Preference has been granted in the U. K. on all sorts of hardwoods from
India. The exports to all countries in 1933-34 of other hardwoods were a little
over 600 cubic tons in a total of 27,000 cubic tons or slightly over 2 per cent. As
far as India is concerned the preference amounts to a preference mainly on teak.
Under this item, India supplies a very large proportion of imports into the U. K,

Preference of twenty per cent on woollen carpets and rugs has been granted
in the U. K. and ten per cent, in Ceylon and the Federated Malaya States.

Preference on rice meal and dust has been of some assistance to India in
maintaining her relative position as a supplier to the U. K. market.

Immense value of the preference on tobacco is emphasised in the report which
observes that but for the preference extended in U. K, India would have been
unable to retain what market she has there.

In the case of castor seeds, it may be safely said, the report says, that the pre-
ference has enabled her to capture the U. K. market from her competitors and has
been of very definite advantage to her.

In groundnut, India has gained as much as Empire competitors in the U. K.
market in 1933 and it is difficult to explain, remarks the report, why India could
not increase her share to the same extent as the other Empire countries whose
share went tip from 28 thousand tons or 29 per cent, to nearly 60 thousand tons
or 45 per cent. The preference has been of advantage to India but other Empire
countries have so far benefited to a greater extent than India from the preference,
India's trade in lead with the United Kingdom increased both absolutely and
relatively and this change, the report declares, must be due in a great measure
to the preference which has been granted on the exports of lead to the U. K. and
of pig lead to Ceylon.

LAO

There is no preference on lac which is allowed free entry in the U- EL, but the-
synthetic substitutes for lac are subject to duty. Preference is thus granted to na-
tural lac as against the competing substitutes. The export from India to U* Kf
have more than trebled in quantity in 1933-34 while the percentage share is nearly
double of what it was. This great increase must, in a large measure, be accredited
to the preference which Indian natural lac received over the synthetic substitutes.

There ^as no preference on myrobalans, broken rice and mica. In hemp, India
has been able to increase her share in the U. K, market slightly. Preference has been
of very little value to India so far as trade in iron and steel is concerned.